Sunday, January 4, 2009

Reflections

“It is an honoring and glorifying of God by gratefully offering back to Him all the
good gifts, and the knowledge of his greatness and graciousness, that he has
given. It involves praising him for what he is, thanking him for what he has
done.” - JI Packer, Concise Theology

Scripture calls us to pray for many things: for all saints; for all men; for kings
and all rulers; for all who are in adversity; for the sending forth of laborers; for
those who labor in the gospel; for all converts; for believers who have fallen into
sin; for one another in our immediate circles. - Andrew Murray

Sunday Worship Service Participants

January 4

Greeter - Janet Surprenant

Childcare Workers - Tiffany Brooks and Maria Gelin
Scripture Reading - Allison Wakefield

January 11

Greeter - Tiffany Brooks

Childcare Workers - Janet Surprenant and Matt Oquist
Scripture Reading - Linda Mason

January 18

Greeter - Michael Sterrett

Childcare Workers - Aaron Brooks and Paula Townsend
Scripture Reading - Jennifer Oquist



Service of Praise

Prelude
We invite you to prepare your heart for the worship of our God.

*Call to Worship

Leader: God [is] the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light,
whom no one has seen or can see.

People: To him be honor and might forever. Amen.

*Hymn of Praise
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Number 38 in Trinity Hymnal

*Prayer of Adoration

*Congregation standing
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Call to Renewal

Confession of Sin

Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to
love you, and a will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love
inconstant, our obedience incomplete. Day by day, we fail to grow into your
likeness. In your tender love, forgive us and renew our lives through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

Worship Sourcebook (Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004, CRC Publications.)
A Moment of Private Confession

Assurance of Pardon
John 5:24

Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life."

*+Hymn of Thanks
In Christ Alone
See next page

*Congregation standing
+Young children may be dismissed at this time.






Call to Commitment
Collection of Our Gifts to God and to His Church
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

Scripture Reading
Jeremiah 31:7-14 (NIV)

7 This is what the LORD says:
"Sing with joy for Jacob;
shout for the foremost of the nations.
Make your praises heard, and say,
'O LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel.'

8 See, I will bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the lame,
expectant mothers and women in labor;

a great throng will return.

9 They will come with weeping;

they will pray as I bring them back.

I will lead them beside streams of water

on a level path where they will not stumble,
because I am Israel's father,

and Ephraim is my firstborn son.

10 "Hear the word of the LORD, O nations;
proclaim it in distant coastlands:

'He who scattered Israel will gather them
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.'

11 For the LORD will ransom Jacob

and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they.

(continued on next page)



12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion;
they will rejoice in the bounty of the LORD—
the grain, the new wine and the oil,
the young of the flocks and herds.
They will be like a well-watered garden,
and they will sorrow no more.
13 Then maidens will dance and be glad,
young men and old as well.
I will turn their mourning into gladness;
I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.
14 T will satisfy the priests with abundance,
and my people will be filled with my bounty,"
declares the LORD.

Prayer of Intercession

Sermon
The Greatest Miracle
John 1:14-18 (NASB)

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 John testified about Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I
said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me."

16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized
through Jesus Christ.

18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

*Hymn of Response
Joy Has Dawned
See next page

*Congregation standing
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Service of Communion
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Guidelines for Reception of Communion

Communion, also called The Lord's Supper or the Eucharist, is the family meal of
Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this
sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims
the gospel and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not
a Christian, it is important that you carefully consider the claims of the gospel
and the grace that is offered through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We encourage
you to talk with an elder of the church and spend this time now in prayer and
meditation on the scriptures in the bulletin.



Scripture Verses for Those Not Communing

Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves
esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced
through for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening
for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us
like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

- Isaiah 53:4-6

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world,

but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him
is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already,

because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."
- John 3:16-18

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me.
- John 14:6

Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of
sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he
who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we shall also live with Him, But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to
God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome,
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Romans 6:6-8, 22-23



*Confession of Faith
The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;

the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Congregation standing
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*Gloria Patri
Number 735 in Trinity Hymnal

Gloria Patri

Text: 2nd century, traditional
Music: Charles Meineke, 1844
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*Benediction
Announcements

(Please be seated)

*Congregation standing
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Announcements®

Information Meeting: Today after the service, we will have an informational
meeting regarding officer nominations. Please plan to attend.

There will be a membership class starting in January for anyone who wants to
become a member of the church or who would like more information about the
church. Please see Jason if you're interested.

Missions trip: The Presbytery is organizing a missions trip to Romania this
spring. Please let Jason know if you are interested.

Weekly Schedule:

Sunday 9:15a.m.  Life Together Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service Sanctuary

Wednesday 6:30 p.m.  Small Group Claggett house

*If you have any announcements, please contact the Oquists.
Phone: 603-881-3808, Email: announcements@nashuapca.org
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Kingdom Focused Prayer

Pray for God’s name to be honored
* Our worship service would be honoring to him
* Thankful for God’s provision of a facility to worship in and to be diligent
in our care of it so that people will see Christ in us

Pray for His Kingdom to be extended

* For our friends and neighbors to come to know Christ

* That Nashua be changed to reflect the city of God

* For the fatherless, widows, orphans and homeless to be cared for by
believers

* For justice to be established in Nashua in our courts and streets

* Pray for the work of the Mission To North America committee of our
Presbytery as we seek to plant more churches in Northern New England.

* For the opportunity to meet and get to know more people of Nashua
because the office is located in a downtown professional building.

Pray for His people to be fed and nurtured
* For the Word to be preached faithfully
* That the witness and ministry of our church leadership would be
empowered by the Spirit
* That all those who hear would be receptive to the Holy Spirit
* Pray for the elder/deacon training

Pray for His forgiveness to be felt and extended to others
* That we become more aware of our sinfulness
* That we be burdened with the things that burden God
» That we may experience the width, length, heighth, and depth of God’s
love for us
* For us to be bold in sharing our faith

Pray for His Bride, the church, to be purified and kept from temptation
* That God would sanctify his church
* That God would guard us from discouragement
* That God would protect us from gossip and complaining
* For God to strengthen us in faith, that we might believe His promises in
the gospel, particularly His delight in saving the lost
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Mercy Ministry Opportunities

Care Net Pregnancy Center of Nashua
883.9355

Supplies
Baby items, diapers, etc.

Upper Room Compassionate Ministries (Katie)
595.2039

Volunteers
For sorting clothes or bagging food for 1 hour or more

Supplies
Clothing, particularly socks (mens, childrens), shampoo, toothpaste, diapers (size
4 &5), outdoor clothing, hats, mittens, etc.

"Only the ministry of the church of Jesus Christ and millions of "mini-churches"

(Christian homes) throughout the country can attack the roots of social
problems." - Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy
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